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abstain, rrju iom your answer. Teu the ofd fellow" by commenclng-- a tune
upon one stop and suddenly pulling out
the obnoxious one. He nevpr fails to

PHYSICIANS.
DR. J. S. HALT

r' V 'ft t

jievenncion maxey tried toe floor, it
was securely fu

This being the only means of getting
into the outer hall, except by the door
which led from the little vestibule be-

longing to the suit, a passageway ex-

tending the width of Miss Maxey ' sleep-
ing chamber and connecting the large
rear room with the back parlor, Maxey
naturally saw no objection to his theory
so far. Out of this private hall were
three doors besides the outer door one
opening at one end into the sitting room,
another at the other extremity iuto the
rear parlor, and the third at the back
into Miss Maxey't chamber. It would
have been easy "for the intruder, with
this ample provision for his purpose, to
have escaped observation until a suita-
ble opportunity presented for his safe es-

cape from the suit
Maxey began his search of the prem-

ises by looking under a sofa and behind
a bookcase. From this thorough begin-
ning he went on in a most careful and
methodical manner, peeping into closets,
opening drawers to ascertain whether
their contents had been disturbed and
leaving no spot unvisitod, the position of
no carelessly thrown aside article un-
explained. The search was fruitless.
Not an atom of evidence to substantiate
the theory advanced by Maxey could be
discovered. Both men were disappointed
and thoughtful when the tour of inves-
tigation was finished.

They stood at last before the grate in
the room, with the nurse and the two
rofferers, warming their hands. Once in

xaaxcy impetuously.
"Do you know what troubled her?"
Maxey did not answer, but he became

carlet to the roots of his hair. The light
was dim, hut tho chanfe in the artist's
manner did not escape the observant
physician. Dr. Lamar became slightly
embarrassed.

CHAPTER V.
THE BLUNKD PAPER.

For once the stoical Taniar lost his
comtKMure.

"For Ood'ssake, how did it happen?"
In a hollow voice Maxey made the re-

ply:
"They wore alone. "
Tho phyiician was speechless. Maxey

thought him horrified. On the contrary,
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us exactly.
Maybe I told him more than I had

any right to telL but the fact is, sir, I
was in a hurry and wanted to be rid of
him. Says L 'Oh, she's all right' 'All
right? he says. 'What do you mean? 'I
mean they're doctoring her up,' I says.
and they'll soon have ber out of it ' I

thought he looked somewhat astonished,
and I said to him, 'If you want to know
any particulars, you'd better go right up
and see the gentleman himself, sir, I
said. 'Some other time,' he remarked
and turned square around and walked
out"

Maxey and Lamar looked at each
other. There was an interrogation in
both glances.

Did you ever see this lazy friend of
mine before?" questioned Maxey.

"Only once, sir. That how I knew
when I saw him he was a friend of yours.
He came day before yesterday and asked
me the same questions. " '

"And wouldn't go up?"
"He was averse to climbing, sir."
'.'Can you describe him?"
"Well, he was a man, I should say,

about 40, with small eyes, near together,
bushy eyebrows, smooth face and a hook
nose. He wore a handsome pin in his
shirt front I don't know as I can sav
much more definite. "

"This means something," cried Max
ey, with a touch of his former excite-
ment as they remounted the stairs.
'And to think that our hands are tied!

If only I might ask Ellen two little
questions. "

Lamar made no reply to this, but as
soon as he reached the room he went to
the bedside, felt tho patient's pulse and
exchanged a few words with the nurse.

Ellen lay with her face swollen, her
throat well bandaged, breathing with
great pain and difficulty. The physician
turned from an earnest scrutiuy of her
face to the artist The emergency seemed
so grave to him that he resolved to per
mit a matter which ordinarily he would

have been too cautious to countenance.
"You may ask her just ono question. "
Maxey threw himself on a knee beside

the bed and put back the hair from his
sister's forehead with a tremulous hand.

"Ellen! Ellen!" ho murmured.
A slight motion of the head indicated

that she heard him.
"Don't try to turn your head, dear.

Don't exert yourself to answer me, but
tell me, if you can, who did it?"

The head nodded slightly in the nega
tive, and the lips made an unsuccessful
attempt to frame an answer.

"Think, Ellen! Did yon turn the key
in tho door?"

Again the negative motion of the
head. Again the lips moved. Maxey put
his ear close down and caught the pain-
fully whispered words:

'I don't know I was asleep I
heard Annette cry and then I felt
myself grow faint"

"There, there! cried Maxey, starting
up. You have told mo enough, aear.
Don't try to talk any more. Lamar, I
tell yon thoro is something wrong here.
This must be placed in tho hands of the
police. Unbss my instinct deceives me
this dastardly attack cn uiy poor sister
is intimately connected with the matter
that kept us waiting that cold night on
the sea road."

Maxey had passed from tho bedside and
drew Lamar into a corner near the win
dow, a window that looked out over the
dark, lonesome river. Tho black tide
flowed on silently beneath the thicken-
ing ica A chill gust of wind from the
sea passed the house with a rush. The
windows rattled ominously in the sash.

The artist started.
"How searching the wind is tonight!

Ah, here is the mischief ! The sash is not
shut tightly at the bottom. "

Abstractedly he closed and looked the
window and came away.

'Yes, yes, "he muttered. "Itisbetter
to go to the police at once."

Not to tho police, good Maxey, not to
the tardy officers of a human justice
not in that direction lies the thing of
which you are in search, but down there

down there where the lonesome river
flows silently beneath the thickening
ice and all is cold and dark.

continued.

All Free.
Thnsn who have used Dt. King's

Kew Discovery Know us vaiue, ana
tli nap who have not. have now the on- -
nArtnn irw tn trv It. fr. Call on the
advertised Druggist and get a trial bot
tle, free. Bena your name ana au- -
Aroaa tn IT. V,. Rlicklln & Co.. ChicaCO.il 4 Tf J

nd get a sample dox oi vi. ivmg s
Za-- T.ifo Pills frpa. no well as a coov

of Guide to Health and Household In-

structor, free. All of which is guar
anteed to do you good ana cosi you
nothing. Al iiumpnrevs .urugmure.

,s ' A Baked Potato.
A potato baked with the skin un

broken is rich in nutrition and agree-

able to the palate. The addition of a lit-

tle salt and a tablespoonful of rich
swoet cream renders it truly delicious.

Ingalls' Home Magazine.

While at Peekskill, N. Y., Mr. J. A. Soriv

a Prominent manufacturer of New York

City, purchased a bottle of Chamberlain'
Couch Remedy. Such good results we re ob

tained from its nse that he sent back to the
rlrnooiat from whom he had obtained it fcr
two more bottles of the same remedy. When
you have a cough or cold give this prepara

tion a trial and like Mr. Scriven you win want
it when again in need of such a medicine. It
is a remedy of great worth and merit. 25 arid

60 cent bottles for sale by D. J. Humphrey,
Napoleon Ohio.

Des That' Love Mnlw .

"Dosra have most acute ears in de
tecting differences in the quality of
sound, said a musician yesteraay. i
have at homo a large Newfoundland
which is a great lover of music. No
matter in what portion or the house he
may be, he always comes to me when

begin to play, lying close te the piano,
have an old organ. It is one of those

instruments with many stops and but
few good qualities, l tninic i nave Deen
able, after much endeavor, to distin-
guish two different qualities of tone in
all of the long row of stops, bnt my
dog made it apparent to me that my
ears were not as acute as his. I play
for variety upon the organ, notwith-
standing its being antiquated, and my
dog seems to enjoy this as much as the
piano, all except one stop, vynenever i
pull that stop out, he rises to his feet
snildnnlv and mmmennflfl to bark and
growl at me in a most vioionS manner,
sometimes biting at the organ, now,'
to my ear that stop makes no difference
in the sound of the organ. I have tried
hard to detect the distinctive quality
which aggravates the dog's nature, bnt

' without success. I have tried to tool

detect this, although the sound to me is
Just the same." Pittsburg Dispatch.

Dr. Hand's Colic Care In Ohio.

Cedistixlz. O., May 4th, 1S93.

I heartily recommend forever Dr. Hand's
Remedies (or Children. My baby had eolie
so bad I was almost worn oat. A lady
friend told mt of Dr. Hand's Colie Care. I
bought a 25o bittta and both baby and my.
self now have sweet tad refreshing sleep. I
also find Dr. Hand's Pleasant Physio of
great benefit to myself and child.

ResDeotfully yoora,
MRS GEO. BOYD.

Dr. Hand's Remedies for Children, 2oo,
For sale by D. J. Humphrey, Napoleon.

--JDS. Tlpps."
Chicago has a federation of women's

clubs numbering 23 organizations. One
of these is called the Oiio club and is
Interested in almost everything under
the sun. It has a peculiar rule to the
effect that the president may address
any member whose name she forgets as
"Mrs.Tipps." Chicago Correspondent.

8ometimeawoi waeirunuiea with an attack
of rheumatism I nsed Chambelain Pain
Balm and was completely oared. I have
since advised many of my friends and ra

to try the remedy and all speak high
ly of it. Simon Uolddadm, snn Lima ttey,
Cal. For sale by D. J. Humphrey, Napoleon
Ohio.

The Largest Book In the World.
When the British museum catalogue

is completed, says Dr. Garnett, the li-

brarian, it will bo positively the largest
book in the world. During the 13 years
which it has been in preparation 1,400,-00- 0

distinct titles and entries have been
printed in all sorts of languages and
presenting all sorts of difficulties.
London Globe.

FREE TIRADE
Trade your old home and!51IS1bard lot in the East for a Red

VS Uiver Valley farm, where in a
few years yoa sain a comriet
ence. which in your old age t c i ,
win oe a rare

PROTECTION o 5ass

JNO. DIEMER.
Proprietor of

t
Keeps oonttantiy on nand the ohoiuest beef, pork
veal.mmum, hams and shoulders, salt pork, corn-e- ri

boef, etc. Farmers having fat cattle, bogs,
sheep,hidesandpeltstorsale should give him a
oall.

JOS. SHAFF,
The old reliable, with the lirgest and best stock of

HAND -- MADE WAGONS.
s

Spring Wagons.Bnggles and Carriages
of my own make, ever offered to the people of

uuuuiy, mnae oi me oesi seiectea sioc ana
superior workmansbio In everv deoartment. I m
also prepared to do all kinds of repairing. If vou
w.ui a guoa wagon, oaggy or carnage, come and
see me. Satisfaction guaranteed.

O. F. BEARD,
Foundry and Machine Works.

Manufacturer of and dealer In

Steam Engines, Shaftin?,
Pulleys and boxing,

Brass goods, Iron pipe and fittings. Job work a
specialty.

NAPOLEON. OHIO.

IESEN I
-- Mannfacmiertof-

Doors, Sash and Blinds,
Moldings, Window

and Door Frames,

Scroll Sawing & Turning,
of fact all wood work to complete a bailding.

AUodealersin -

Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Lime,
Uement,

Plasterand Plastering Hair, Lump Salt for salting
puttie ana Horses, etc we Keep constantly

on hand

BUILDING STONE,
andallslzesof

Foundation Block Stone.
Thiesen, Ilildred & Co.

ESTABLISHED 1860$

C. E. REYNOLDS,

LAND AND

NAPOLEON, OHIO.

Money to Loan.
In sums of (1,000 and upwards on five

years time.

Also.flre, life and accldentallnsnrance.
All losses protnp t,y adjusted.
No loss ever contested In this agency.
Office over Geo. Hahn's clothing store,

opposite Oonrt House.
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NAPOLEON

R revving Co,
BREWFRS Of

LAGER BEER.
V

FAMILIES BUPWJKD WITH

BOTTLED BEER!
Of Superior ExoellenceandQaality .

A VETERAN'S VERDICT,

The War It Over. A Well-kno- Sol-

dier, Correspondent end Journal-
ist Makes a Disclosure.

Indiana contributed her thousands of brave
Soldiers to the war, and no state bears a bet-
ter record in that respect than It does. In
literature it la rapidly acquiring aa
enviable place. In war and literature
tklomon Jewell, well known as a writer as
"Hoi," has won an honorable position. Dur-
ing the late war he was a member of Co. M,
2d. N. Y. Cavalry and of the 13th Indiana In-

fantry Volunteers. Regarding an Important
circumstance he writes as follows:

"Several of us old veterans here are using
Dr. Miles' Kestoratlve Nervine, Heart Cure
and Nerve and Liver Pills, all of them giving
splendid satisfaction. In fact, we have never
used remedies that compare with them. Of
the Pills we must say they are the best com-
bination of the qualities required In a prep-
aration of their nature we have ever known.

Ve have none but words of praise for them.
They are the outgrowth of a new principle la
medicine, and tone up the system wonder-
fully. We say to all, try these remedies."

(Solomon Yewell, Marlon, Ind., Dec. 6, l9i.
These remedies are sold by all druggists ou

.a positive guarantee, or sent direct by the
Dr. Miles Medical Co., Elkhart, Ind., on

of price, H per bottle, six bottles 5, ex-

press prepaid. They positively contain neither
opiates nur dangerous drugs.

Sold by all druggist'.

THE DAY OF WORSHIP.

Time for Holding Services by the
Several Churches.

VANGELIOAL.-Criur- oli 1C:3 a. m.,7 p. m
SuuUay sooool 9 s. m.. Prayer Meeting
Wednesday, 7 p. m. Bar. Omen Pas-

tor.
SBrTERMN. Cburchl0:30 a. m.,7 p.m.

Snu-li- School 12 1m., Prayer Meeting,
Thursday, 7p.m. Bar. AIL. DoNanay, Pas-

tor
T. AL'GUSTINE.-Mat- iS a. mHlgh MatslO

a. m., Vuspereiip.m. Bev.M.Pditz, Pastor.
'II B T HO DIST. Church 10:30 a.m., 7p. m., Bsb-us- tb

SchooH;ls. m., Young People's Mee-
ting 6:00' p.m., Epworth League Meeting,
Wedneadsy,7 p.m., Prayer MeeilngThuredav,
7 p. m. Kit. I. N. Kalb, Pastor.

PAUL'S LUTHERAN. Church :30p. m., (or
. 10 a. m.,asauuouuoed previous Sunday) Sun- -,

day Schools a.m. Kev.W.L.Fisiikb, Pastor.
JOHNS LUTHERAN. In Freedom Twp.,

CbnrohlOa. m. Rev. W.L. Fishkb, Pastor.,
1 MANUAL'S LUTHERAN. Church 2:80 p. m,

SiindaySohoollOa. m. Ksv. L. Dammohn
Pastor.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN. Napoleon Twp.
ChuroblO a.m. Rev. L. Dammonn, Pastor.

UNITED BRETHREN. South Napoleon ;churoh
every woeK, 10;80 a.m. and In the evenlrgat
7:40. Praver meeting Thursday 7 p. m
Rev. I. D. Ihoie, Pastor.

UNITED BRETHREN McOlureichnrcblOa m.,
every iither Sunday, begiiiuiug January 18, 1891.
a ,i.i.th4chonl v:nn n. ni . Prayer meeting
V uiredays.J p.m Bkv.Johk Sueileb, Pas
tor.
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DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP
' W. O. Johnson MoClure

John Love "
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H. J.Keater .. Florida
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T.F. Anthony. of Promise
O y. Iowa, says: booght one bot
tle of 'Mystlo Care for Rheumatism and
two dose of it did ma mora good than all

"I beg your pardon if in my anxiety
for your welfare I have touched on a
family matter. "

It is nothing to be ashamed of,"
blurted out Maxey, "but it is her own
secret, and I have no right to mention
it She has never whispered word to
me. But I am not blind. "

"Don't betray her, I beg of you," said
the physician earnestly, "but when she
recovers, if you have any power to re-

move the cause of her unhappiness, do
so. I say this in all earnestness. Sho
must not be allowed to brood. "

Maxey suddenly arose. For the first
time the nature of his friend's suspicion
dawned upon him.

You believe this was my sister's
own act?' ' he exclaimed hi an unnatural-
ly calm voice.

"She wore tho handkerchief about
her netK. I noticed it there this after-
noon. "

"She did!" cried Maxey,' losing his
calmness all at once. "She did, but
don't you flatter yourself, Lamar, that
the unhappiness I spoke of was of suffi
cient strength to induce the poor girl to
take her own life. Not a bit of it, sir.
Not in the least! Preposterous! It would
havo urged her rather to live. The idea!
Why, there isn't a naturally more cheer-
ful and contented person alive than my
uster Ellea Kill herself? I guess not!
One of these days, Lamar, you'll see
what a fool you've made of yourself. Is
this your ground for believing Annette
incapable? Eustace, if I am crazy, you're
a raving maniac. "

The artist was pacing the floor excit
edly and spoke as if ho was addressing
a multitude.

Don't talk so loud," said Lamar, a
little impatiently. "You know I am the
last man in the world to wish to believe
this theory. You know I would never
mention it to any other than yourself.
Nothing but a sense of duty and personal
friendship would induce me to speak of
it now. If it is true, it is necessary that
you should be warned. If it is not true,

yoa will forgive me for speaking of it
You beliove, Maxey, that the imbecile
pulled tho ends of the handkeiv'iicf j our
sister wore. Did the imbecilu also lock
the door?"

Maxey stopped as abruptly in his walk
as if ho had suddenly encountered a
wr.U Tkcro was complete silence for
full a minute, and then the artist spoke
in a different tone.

"I am acting like a lunatic," he said
quietly. "I havo too little system. I
only toko in half tho situation and ig-

nore the other half. Thoro is a signifi-
cance in that locked door, quite other
perhaps than I had imagined. Wo each
jumped to a conclusion. We undoubted-
ly are both wrong. Lamar, I am going
to search the house. Will you come
too?"

His manner was so much more calm
than it had been that Dr. Lamar felt re
lieved of a great responsibility.

"You have recovered yoursolf, Max
ey," he said. "Don't lose your head
again at the first new turn in affairs."

.Maxey accepted therebuko quietly.
"You are right, Eustace. I do lose my

head too easily. But I have recovered
myself now. Meanwhile I am afraid we
havo lost very valuable time. "

Dr. Lamar arose with a new light in
his eyes.

"Then you think"
"That somebody may have been here

in my absence."
This seemed a positively luminous

idea to tho physician. Bad as the alter
native was, under the circumstancos
both men would be glad to accept it.

Nevertheless Lamar said doubtiugly:
"Do you suspect anybody?"
"No."
"Is there any possible motive?"
"To kill my sister? In Qod's name,

how could there he?"
"What enemies have you?"
"None, thank God!"
Lamar sighed. After all, was there

much plausibility in the artist's sugges
tion? All at once he turned upon his
friend with a new question:

"Maxey, ore you suro you have not
beon robbed?"

Maxey started.
"I was thinking of that very thing

myself. I have not missed anything,
but I have been very much excited, and
possibly possibly, Lamar, I see it all.
We went out, and the thief who had
been watching his chance crept in. All
was dark here, and while he was search.
ing for valuables he alarmed Ellen, who
was asleep on the bed. She thought per
haps it was myself returning and called
to him. To save himself he sprang upon
her and choked her. When she became
motionless, he ran and locked the door,
perhaps to make sure of not being inter
rupted, or, better still, because he heard
me coming and was afraid. He then con.
cealed himself in one of the rooms, per
haps in the very place where we are
standing. He waited till he heard me
come in or till it suitable opportunity
presented itsolf, crept through the two
rooms to tho door and got away unno
ticed."

"Well done, Maxey!" cried Lamar,
with something approaching enthusi
asm. ' 'You have devised at lust a plausi
ble theory."

He stopped abruptly, with an expres.
rion of doubt. His eyes rested on the
door, which closed immediately between
the front parlor and the outer corridor.

"The obvious objection to your the
ory is that the supposed thief might
have escaped through this door by sim
ply turning the key in the lock. It was
locked on the inside, was it not?"

"It was and is and will remain so
until I get the leisure to brkig a lock.
smith here to fix It I twisted the key
off in the lock the other day and nothing
will dislodge the stump. '
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he was amazed. When he found his
voice again, thurewas hut a single word
in his vocabulary equal to the situation,
and he uttered it:

"Impossible!"
Maxey did not heed him, hut went on

in a hopeless tone:
"It was my fault, of course, entirely

my fault. I allowed myself to be led by
her girlish whim when I ought to have
looked tho matter squarely in the face
and asserted my own will. I ought to
havo taken your advice, Lamar. You
know it you foretold it alL You
wanted"

Dr. Lamar interrupted him.
"Not of any such occurrence as this,

Maxey. Never. Do you mean to toll me
that you think the patient tightened that
handkerchief around your sister's
throat?"

"I tell you," said Maxey, "I loft
them alone absolutely alone. When I
came hack the door was locked. "

"On tho inside?"
"On the inside."
Lamar swept a bewildered glance

about the apartment, stared at the pale
face ou the bed in the alcove room, at
tho swollen features behind the torn
drapery, at the professionally anxious
visage of the nurse, who was moving
about hotweon the two. He looked at
the doors, at the windows, at the chim-
ney place. He stepped from the corner
where he had been talking with Maxey
to tho center table and began very care-
fully to put his surgical instruments
hack into the caso from which he had
lately removed them. When he had com-

pleted this task, ho closed the box with
a sudden snap, and turning to the artist
with the positive energy of a man who
has thoroughly made up his mind said:

"Mavey, you are crazy!"

His emphatio manner roused tho
young nvm from his stupor. From the
momcut when he heard tho key fall from
its place ou tho inside of tho door as he
tried to open it everything hud seemed
to him liko tho illogical, haphazard hap-
penings of a dream. If ha had acted
with promptness ami vigor in the emer-
gency, ho hart done so niochnnically, in
a sort of instinctive fashion, without re-

flection. After assistance had arrived
and the irumodiato excitement was over
he went about in a daze. The physician's
sharp tone mado him start. Ho lifted his
eyes from the floor, unclasped his hands,
which had boon folded behind his back,
and passed his palm over his throbbing
forehead.

"I beljove you are more than half
right, ' ' he murmured. ' 'Tho blow was no

sudden and unexpected that it crushed
me. Lamar, you have always been the
best of friends. We were boys together.
I know you wouldn't deceive me about a
mattor of this kind. Tell mo the truth
at once. You have grave fears for El
len?"

"No, I haven't," returned Lamar
quickly. "I have no foars at all. She
will be hersolf again with proper care iu
three days. Don t imagine from that
there has been no danger. It was a ter
ribly narrow escape, a terribly narrow
escape."

'Escape from what, from whom? You
said just now that I was crazy, Lamar,
bocauso I gave utterance to what seemed
to me the only possible suspicion a man
could entertain. I come home, find them
alone, and I infer that the poor, irre
sponsible creature had indeed fulfillod
your prediction and brought terrible
trouble upon us. And now yon say'

"Impossible," the physician inter
posed positively.

"Annette did not do it?"
"Annette could not have done it. "
Maxov seemed electrified. He glanced

around the room with an air of suspicion
and oxcitoincnt. Then with characteris
tic impulsiveness ho seized his hat and
coat.

Lamar, who had been watching him
with a look of grave concern iu his hand
some features, laid his hand gently on
his shoulder.

"What are you coins,' to do?"
"Do? I am going to the police. I am

going to have this matter investigated
at once. I"

He stopped short, amazed by the ex
pression which he saw iu the physician's
face.

No, Julian Maxey, not if I can pre.
vent it."

The sorions, earnost gravity, tho utter
solemnity of Dr. Lamar s speech and
manner, frightened the artist.

"What is it. Laniav? For heaven's
sake, what are you thinking about?"

'I cannot tell you here. Let me seo
you iu private."

A nervous trembling took Maxey all
at once. He did not know why. He led
the way to the frout'of tho house. There
was a dim light in the parlor. Maxey
did not turn it up. He sat down close
beside the physician on a sofa. Lamar
did not seem to see his way clearly to
what he wanted to say, and after a mo
ment's silence Maxey spoke up excitedly:

"There's something on your mind,
Lamar; I know it. There is something
which you know and I don't know, so
serious that you hesitate to tell me ol it.

"No," said Lamar gravely. "I know
nothinst which you do not know much
less, in fact, than you ought to know.
only desire that you shall stop to think
before you act You have not told ine
everything."

"Good heavens, how am I to tell yon
everything? We must question Ellen.

"I had rather not question Ellen.
Maxey was silent from astonishment.
"My dear boy, " said the physician in

a low and not wholly steady voice, "are
you sure your sister has been entirely
happy of late?"

"I am quite sure she has notlJoried
Children Cry for

awhile Maxey's troubled gaze sought
Dr. Lamar's face, but the physician's
glance was downward and his brow con-

tracted.
Lamar tapped his foot moodily against

the fender and seemed wrapped in a
brown study. Maxey longed for some
word of encouragement or comfort from
his friend, the physician. He had the
greatest confidence in Dr. Lamar's care-
fully considered opinions, but this time
the physician did not seem to have any
opinion to offer.

Suddenly Lamar s attention was
caught by an object lying on the hearth-
stone. He stooped and picked it up.

'Have you been burning paper, Max
ey?"

'No," returned Maxey quickly. "I
have not "
"What is that?"
Maxey took from his hand the corner

of a newspaper with a charred edge. He
scrutinized it suspiciously. Ordinarily

he would have thrown such an object
aside contemptuously. In tho present
emergency he would have examined a
pin if Lamar hod handed it to him.

Have you burned any paper m this
grate, Mrs. Davis?" asked Maxey of the
nurse. "Think before you speak. It
may be a very important matter. "

I have not had any paper in my
hand since I have bean here. That's
easily settled. "

"There has been a very large piece of
paper burned here," said Lamar in a
whisper. "See there, and there! The
black ashes are all about."

Tho physician stamped his foot near
the grato, and the little breath of air
caused by the concussion made a rustle
of light burned paper on the floor.

'It is the newspaper containing the
Btory of onr finding Annette !" exclaimed
the artist, with growing suspicion, "a

"Tniatkthntf"
paper which I was very anxious to keep,
and which Ellen was quite as particular
about. I left it here on the table. What
do you make of it, Lamar? What would
you do?"

"I confess I am in the dark. Hut 1

am very certain you waul to ave that
scrap of paper and to keep the event in
mind. If not now, the day may come
when it will supply a most important
evidence. As for now, I would suggest
that yoa question the people in the
house."

Maxey proceeded at once to act upon
the suggestion. The physician, after
stopping a moment to examine his pa
tient, put on his hat and followed him.
The occupants of the floor below had
heard nothing and seen nothing, but
Maxey persisted with tho determination
of despair. He found the janitor at the
foot of the stairs.

"My good muj," he said to him, "do
you recall seeing me go out with my
friend, the doctor, here, just after dark."'

"I do, sir, very well, sir."
"It is very important that you should

not give a hasty answer to the question
I am going to ask you very important,
for a failure in your recollection may
get us all into tawble.

"I hope, Mr. Maxey, there is nothing
serious in the matter.

"Your hopes are vain then. There is
something very serious the matter. Did
you see anybody about the hall after my
departure?

"No, sir."
"You are sure?"
"I am, because, you see, I was going

down cellar at the time to look after
the furnaces, and I staid below there
for an hour. No, sir. I am sorry I can't
help yon, but I haven t seen anybody.
That's the fact of it, sir. I'd have re
membered it if I had. I don't forget
easy, even little trifles like that Now,
there was a friend of yours here this
morning asking after you, and I could re
peat the whole circumstances.

"Repeat them, please, " said Maxey
quickly.

' 'The man came here to the foot of the
stairs. 'It's too much trouble to go up,'
he said,'' 'but have you seen my friend
Mr. Maxey today?' 'I have, ' I said. .'How
is he looking?' was his next question.
'Looking fine, sis, ' says L 'And that in
valid of his, that girl they found on the
rocks, how is she coming on?' "

At this point the janitor's face be--

oame troubled, and he looked a little
confused.

"WelL" said Maxey, "that's very .im
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